Digital Bulletin February 8, 2026
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
Glory Revealed: Call to Action

GATHERING
WELCOME Cindy Grabill
PRELUDE
THRESHOLD TO WORSHIP Rev. Nancy Nichols
THRESHOLD SONG Christ, Be Our Light (verse 5)

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light! shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! shine in your church gathered today.

+CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Nancy Nichols



People of God, why are you here?

We gather to worship with our hearts and our lives.

People of God, who do you worship?

We worship God, who loves us and teaches us to love.

People of God, how do you worship?

We worship God by breaking the bonds of injustice and freeing the oppressed.
People of God, come, let us worship God, whose glory surrounds us!

May our worship demonstrate God’s glory in our neighborhood, community, and
the whole earth.

+OPENING HYMN UMH #592 When the Church of Jesus
When the church of Jesus shuts its outer door,

lest the roar of traffic drown the voice of prayer,

may our prayers, Lord, make us ten times more aware
that the world we banish is our Christian care.

If our hearts are lifted where devotion soars

high above this hungry, suffering world of ours,
lest our hymns should drug us to forget its needs,
forge our Christian worship into Christian deeds.

Lest the gifts we offer, money, talents, time,

serve to salve our conscience, to our secret shame,
Lord, reprove, inspire us by the way you give;
teach us, dying Savior, how true Christians live.

OPENING PRAYER
The Lord be with you,
and also with you.

Let us pray

God of compassion and justice,

the worship you choose for us is to loose the bonds of injustice,
to let the oppressed go free,

to share bread with the hungry,

to shelter the homeless poor.

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn
and your healing shall spring up quickly.

So, in praise and wonder, we come to worship you
not just with our words

but with our hearts and our lives.

Glory and honour be to you, O God,

Creator of a new heaven and a new earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PROCLAMATION



FIRST LESSON Isaiah 58:1-12
Shout out; do not hold back!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,

to the house of Jacob their sins.

Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments;
they want God on their side.[a]

“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
and oppress all your workers.

You fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.

Is such the fast that | choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?

Is not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,

to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator[b] shall go before you;
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here | am.”

Cindy Grabill



If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of euvil,

if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.

The Lord will guide you continually
and satisfy your needs in parched places
and make your bones strong,
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water
whose waters never fail.

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;

you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,

the restorer of streets to live in.

PSALTER UMH #833 Psalm 112:1-9

Light rises in darkness when justice rules our lives.
Praise the Lord.

Blessed are those who fear the Lord,

who greatly delight in God’s commandments!
Their descendants will be mighty in the land;

the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches are in their house,

and their righteousness endures for ever.
They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;

they are gracious, merciful and righteous.
It is well with those who deal generously and lend,

who conduct their affairs with justice.
For the righteous shall never be moved;

they will be remembered for ever.
Light rises in darkness when justice rules our lives.
They are not afraid of evil tidings;

their hearts are firm, trusting in the Lord.
When they see their adversaries,

their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid.
They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;
Their righteousness endures for ever

Their horn is exalted in honor.
Light rises in darkness when justice rules our lives.

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 Cindy Grabill
When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the testimony of
God to you with superior speech or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing among you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And | came to you in weakness and in fear and



in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive
words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith
might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of
the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden
mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory and which none of the rulers
of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
But, as it is written,

“‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him’—
God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that
is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.
Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that
we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these things in
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things
to those who are spiritual.

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are
spiritually discerned. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves
subject to no one else’s scrutiny.

“For who has known the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.

HYMN UMH #581 Lord Whose Love in Humble Service

Lord, whose love through humble service bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken, offered mercy’s perfect deed:

we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart,
consecrating to your purpose every gift that you impart.

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;

still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.

As, O Lord, your deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,
use the love your Spirit kindles still to save and make us whole.

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light

in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to tireless striving your abundant life to share.

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,



that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know, and live.

CHILDREN’S TIME Presentation of Bibles

Mandy Stratman: Director of Children’s Ministry:

Today, we celebrate a special moment in your faith journey. It is our joy to place these
Bibles in your hands. When you open them, remember how deeply you are loved by
God, by your family, and by your church family.

James Humbane: Lay Leader: Inside these pages are stories of love, courage, and
hope. They tell us who we are and how deeply we belong to God and to one another.

Nancy: Receive the Word of God. Trust its truth. Here, God offers wisdom far greater
than our own. Here, God leads us, strengthens us, and gives us purpose.

Congregation:
We give thanks for each of you and for this new step in your walk with God. May

God’s Word guide you wherever life takes you and fill you with hope. We promise
to learn alongside you and to grow together in love and faith.

Nancy:
Gracious God, thank you for your Word. We accept it and treasure it as a lamp for our

feet and a light for our path. Thank you for all who have loved us, prayed for us, and
helped us grow in faith. Multiply the wisdom and grace you have shared through them.
May your Word live in us and shine through us, for the honor and glory of your Name.
Amen.

Congregation:
Your Word is a lamp for our feet and a light for our path.

+SINGING THE ALLELUIA TFWS #2014

+THE GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-20 Rev. Nancy Nichols
“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do not light a
lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it
gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

“Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have come not to
abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter,
not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore,
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you, unless your



righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.

MUSICAL OFFERING True Light Trinity Choir
By Keith Hampton

THE MESSAGE “Call to Action” Rev. Nancy Nichols

RESPONSE
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER

OFFERING
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT

OFFERTORY
+DOXOLOGY

CLOSING HYMN UMH #571 Go, Make of All Disciples
“Go, make of all disciples:" We hear the call, O Lord,

that comes from thee, our Father, in thy eternal Word.
Inspire our ways of learning through earnest, fervent prayer,
and let our daily living reveal thee everywhere.

“Go, make of all disciples,” baptising in the name
of Father, Son, and Spirit from age to age the same.
We call each new disciple to follow thee, O Lord,
redeeming soul and body by water and the Word.

“Go, make of all disciples." We at thy feet would stay
until each life's vocation accents thy holy way.

We cultivate the nature God plants in every heart,
revealing in our witness the master teacher's art.

“Go, make of all disciples." We welcome thy command;

"Lo, I am with you always." We take thy guiding hand.

The task looms large before us; we follow without fear;

in heaven and earth thy power shall bring God's kingdom here.

BENEDICTION



