
 

Digital Bulletin January 11, 2026 
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

GATHERING 
WELCOME                                                                                                    Cindy Grabill                                                          

   

PRELUDE 

THRESHOLD TO WORSHIP                                                            Rev. Nancy Nichols 

THRESHOLD SONG                   Christ, Be Our Light (verse 2) 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. Make us your living voice. 
Christ, be our light! shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! shine in your church gathered today. 

+CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                      Rev.  Nancy Nichols   
Call to Worship 
Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized.  
We come to be cleansed and made whole. 
Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize God 
Incarnate. 
We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God. 
Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the truth of our identity 
as baptized people.  
We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of God. 
Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life. 
We come to worship God who empowers us through divine presence to live 
together as the family of God. 

               



+OPENING HYMN UMH #252   When Jesus Came to Jordan  (alternative tune) 
When Jesus came to Jordan 
To be baptized by John, 
He did not come for pardon, 
But as his Father’s Son. 
He came to share repentance 
With all who mourn their sins, 
To speak the vital sentence 
With which good news begins. 

He came to share temptation, 
Our utmost woe and loss, 
For us and our salvation 
To die upon the cross. 
So when the Dove descended 
On him, the Son of Man, 
The hidden years had ended, 
The age of grace began. 

Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 
To keep the vows we make, 
This very day invade us, 
And every bondage break. 
Come, give our lives direction, 
The gift we covet most: 
To share the resurrection 
That leads to Pentecost. 

OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                    
The Lord be with you, 
and also with you. 
Let us pray 
Eternal God, 
at the baptism of Jesus, 
you revealed him to be your Son, 
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit, 
Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 
faithful to their calling as your people; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

PROCLAMATION 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SCRIPTURES 



FIRST LESSON                                 Isaiah 42:1-9                                        David King    
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
    or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice.  
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
    until he has established justice in the earth, 
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
Thus says God, the Lord, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people,[a] 
    a light to the nations, 
    to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord; that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
    I tell you of them. 

PSALTER UMH #761                           Psalm 29 
With Joy the Lord of Hosts proclaim; extol the great almighty name. 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
    worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the Lord, upon many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
    the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
With Joy the Lord of Hosts proclaim; extol the great almighty name. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
    the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
The Lord makes Lebanon to skip like a calf 
    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 



The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
    the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord makes the oaks to whirl, 
    and strips the forests bare; 
    and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the Lord sits enthroned as Ruler for ever. 
May the Lord give strength to his people! 
    May the Lord bless his people with peace! 
With Joy the Lord of Hosts proclaim; extol the great almighty name. 

SECOND LESSON                             Acts 10:34-43                                     David King 
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 
in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him.  
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ
—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John announced:  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are witnesses to all that he did both 
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree,  but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,  not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead.  He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

HYMN TFWS #2248                      Baptised in the Water 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King; 
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 
faithfully now God's praises we sing. 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
dead in the tomb with Christ, our King; 
one with his rising, freed and forgiven, 
thankfully now God's praises we sing. 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 
marked with the sign of Christ, our King; 
born of one Father, we are his children, 
joyfully now God's praises we sing. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

+SINGING THE ALLELUIA TFWS #2014                                                            



+THE GOSPEL                                 Matthew 3:13-17                        Rev. Nancy Nichols 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.  John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?”  But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  And when Jesus had been baptized, just 
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from the heavens 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

MUSICAL OFFERING                  How Firm a Foundation                             Trinity Choir 
                                                     Arranged by John Rutter 

THE MESSAGE                         “The Little Green Dress”                   Rev. Nancy Nichols 

RESPONSE  

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

OFFERING 
    STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 
OFFERTORY 
+DOXOLOGY 

THE CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We are incredibly stubborn, O Lord. 
We have entered the season 
in which your light has been given to the world, 
your blessings have been poured out on the world, 
and yet all we can think about is our own problems, 
our own needs, our own desires. 
Help us to desire you, Lord. 
Help us to yearn for your presence. 
Pour your baptismal waters over us again, 
cleansing us from our self-pity and arrogance. 
Nourish and heal us so that we may joyfully serve you. 
Wash away our jealousy, greed, 
and all negative thoughts and behaviors 
that stand in the way of our truly being 
the people you have called us to be. 
Again, let us receive the blessings offered in creation, 
in the birth and baptism of Jesus, 
and in the ministry of the saints of light. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 



WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
The love of God is always offered to us, 
freely, joyfully, for all eternity. 
Rejoice, dear friends, 
this is the good news of our Lord. Amen. 

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Through the sacrament of baptism 
we have been initiated into Christ’s holy church. 
We have been incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation 
And have been given new birth through water and the Spirit. 
All this is God’s gift, offered to use without price. 
Through the public acknowledgement of faith, 
We renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 
acknowledge what God is doing for us in Jesus Christ, 
and affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy church and the way of discipleship. 
On behalf of the whole church, I ask you: 
Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, 
and repent of your sin? 
I do. 
Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 
I do. 
Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 
promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened to 
people of all ages, nations, and races? 
I do.  
According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s holy 
church and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world? 
I will. 
Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and include one another in mutual 
care, love, and forgiveness, and service to others? 
We will. 
Will you pray for one another and the world, that we may be true disciples who walk in 
the way that leads to life? 
We will. 
Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 



INVITATION TO THE WATER 
                                                                                
CLOSING HYMN TFWS #2107  Wade in the Water 
Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water.


See that host all dressed in white, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
The leader looks like the Israelite, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water.


Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water.


See that band all dressed in red, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Looks like the band that Moses led, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 


Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water.


Look over yonder, what do I see? 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
The Holy Ghost a-coming on me, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 


Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water.


If you don’t believe I’ve been redeemed, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Just follow me down to Jordan’s stream, 
God’s a-gonna trouble the water.


Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water. 
Wade in the water, wade in the water, children, 
wade in the water, God’s a-gonna trouble the water.


BENEDICTION


