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WELCOME TO TRINITY
WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HERE.

!!

!

!

Simon Moore

Trinity United Methodist is distinctively Christian, yet we believe God
is larger than our theology and tradition. Our aim is to grow
passionate disciples of Jesus for the transformation of our world.

Whatever your thoughts on church,
whatever your beliefs on God,
you are welcome at Trinity
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CALL TO WORSHIP BELLS
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CENTERING WORDS
Rev. Kate
Christ is the vine. We are the branches. Abide in the vine, and you will abide in love.
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PRELUDE
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CALL TO WORSHIP
Come to Christ, the true vine, and bear much fruit.
! We have come to abide in the vine, and to bear the fruit of salvation.
Come to love one another, for love is of God.
! We have come to the household of love, for God is love.
Come to set aside your fears, for perfect love drives out fear.
! We have come to love one another, as God has loved us.
Come! All are welcome here.
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Opening Hymn
# 166" "
1."

"

"

ALL PRAISE TO THEE, FOR THOU, O KING DIVINE

All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, didst yield the glory that of right was
thine, that in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine: Alleluia! Alleluia!

2. " Thou cam’st to us, in lowliness of thought; by thee the outcast and the poor were
sought, and by thy death was God’s salvation wrought: Alleluia! Alleluia!
3. " Let this mind be in us which was in thee, who wast a servant, that we might be
free, humbling thyself to death on Calvary: Alleluia! Alleluia!
4. " Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, thou art high exalted o’er all creatures now,
and given the name to which all knees shall bow: Alleluia! Alleluia!
5. " Let every tongue confess with one accord in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is
Lord; and God the Father be by all adored: Alleluia! Alleluia!
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OPENING PRAYER
Todd
The Lord be with you,
and also with you
Let us pray:
Divine Vinegrower, the soil of Your love
nurtures the roots of our lives
each and every day.
As we consecrate ourselves into Your loving care,
plant us in the soil of Your love,
that we may abide in Christ, our true vine,
and bear the fruit of Your love and grace.
Give us rain in seasons of doubt
and nourish our growth,
that our harvest of love may bless the world.
In Your bountiful name, we pray. Amen.
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FIRST LESSON
Acts 8: 26-40"" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " Cindy Grabill
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are
reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to
get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was
this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.’
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going
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along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all
the towns until he came to Caesarea.
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HYMN
#77

HOW GREAT THOU ART

1.

O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder consider all the [worlds] thy hands have
made, I see the stars, I hear the [rolling] thunder, thy power throughout the universe
displayed. Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou
art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art!

2.

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, and hear the birds sing sweetly in
the trees; when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur and hear the brook, and feel
the gentle breeze; Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how
great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great
thou art!

3.

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, sent him to die, I scarce can take it in;
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, he bled and died to take away my sin; Then
sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art! Then sings
my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art!
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4.

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me home, what joy shall fill
my heart. Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim, my God, how great
thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou
art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art!
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SECOND LESSON
1 John 4: 7-21" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " Cindy Grabill
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God;
if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior
of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they
abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of
judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has
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not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I
love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also.
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* Musical Oﬀering
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* GOSPEL
John 15: 1-8
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as
I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
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* MESSAGE
Life On the Vine!!

!

"

"

"

"

"

"
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"

"

"

Rev. Dr. Todd A. Gile

INVITATION/CONFESSION
Invitation
" Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love Him,
" who earnestly repent of their sin
" and seek to live in peace with one another.
" Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done Your will. We
have broken Your law. We have rebelled against Your love. We have not
loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive
us, we pray. Free ! us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Hear the Good News:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
!
!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.
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OFFERING
!

!

OFFERTORY
! (No Doxology—)

Response to the Message
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The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
" And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
" We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
" It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
Always and everywhere to give thanks to You,
Lord God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You created for Yourself a world filled with diversity
and blessed by Your breath of life.
Rainbow colors bloom in spring,
summer breezes bring garden delight,
and now as Autumn comes our way
we see the work of Your paintbrush upon every face and tree.
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In mercy, while we still held to the chains of our winter,
of pride, self-righteousness, and historic egos
you loved us steadfastly and delivered us as babes
to reflect the beauty and diversity of Your grace,
to bring us into a community of love, hope, and peace.
And so,
with all Your people on earth
in every place where two or more are gathered in Your name
and all the company of heaven who have gone before us
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are You, and blessed is Your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed Him
to preach Good News to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives,
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and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the time had come
when You would save Your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
You gave birth to Your church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant
by water and the Spirit.
He prayed that we might be one as He is one with You, Father
and He asked that we might be known
by the love we have for one another.
On the night in which He gave himself up for us,
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
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When the supper was over, He took the cup,
gave thanks to You, gave it to His disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me."
And so,
in remembrance of these Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ's offering for us
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
!

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out Your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ
that we, together as a new creation and a new community around the globe may be
for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by His blood.
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By Your Spirit help the body of Christ be one.
Help the left hand and the right hand work as
one in ministry to all the world.
Help the eyes and the ears sense Your present and coming kingdom.
Bring the blessing of the diversity of the body to bear fruit
until Christ comes in final victory
and we feast at His heavenly banquet.
Through Your Son Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit in Your holy church,
all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
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Closing Hymn
# 614" "

"

"

"

FOR THE BREAD WHICH YOU HAVE BROKEN

1." For the bread which you have broken, for the wine which you have poured,
for the words which you have spoken, now we give you thanks, O Lord.
2. " By this pledge that you do love us, by your gift of peace restored, by your
call to heaven above us, hallow all our lives, O Lord.
3. " With our sainted ones in glory seated at the heavenly board, may the church
that’s waiting for you keep love’s tie unbroken, Lord.
4. " In your service, Lord, defend us, in our hearts keep watch and ward; in the
world where you have sent us, let your kingdom come, O Lord.
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BENEDICTION
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POSTLUDE
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LABYRINTH
Some of you may have been to a church or a retreat center that had a labyrinth on the grounds. Walking
the labyrinth is a way of praying with the body that invites the divine presence into an active
conversation with the heart and soul. The labyrinth is a sacred pattern that leads you on a prescribed
path to its center and back out again. As we walk along, we are invited to take note of our journey, the
twists and turns, as they mirror our personal spiritual walks. We invite you to embark upon this journey
of prayerful wandering, but you certainly don’t have to wait until your are standing at the opening of an
actual life-sized labyrinth. Follow these steps and trace the labyrinth with your finger in order to focus
your thoughts and open yourself up to the presence of God.
First Movement: Releasing (Confession)
Place your finger at the opening of the labyrinth. Pray silently prayer of confession. When finished,
slowly move your finger forward along the labyrinth. Move at your own pace toward the center. Let the
words of the prayer stay with you. Quiet your mind as you move through the labyrinth. Make room for
emotions and stirrings that arise. What needs to be changed, forgiven, cleared, confronted, or healed in
your life? Offer these situations to God as you move forward.
Second Movement: Receiving (Centering)
When you reach the center, rest your finger there for a moment before you read a scripture reading for
the day. When you are ready, read the passage slowly, as if you have never read it before. Center on Gods
Word and be open to what God reveals to you through the reading. Return you finger to the center of
the labyrinth and reflect on the passage and what it holds for you.
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Third Movement: Returning (Intercession)
As you prepare to leave the labyrinth, place your finger at the same opening in the
center where you entered. Now lift up your intercessory prayers for the day and
when finished, begin to move your finger back along the same path on which you
entered. Let the intercessory prayers stay with you, and add to them as you make the
turns and move along the pattern back out of the labyrinth. Be mindful of people and
circumstances in the world that are in need of your prayers. Hold each one in your
heart for a part of the journey outward.
When you have finished…
As you lift your finger from the labyrinths end, offer thanks to God.
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